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Curriculum Newsletter  - Class 2 Year 1 – Spring 2010

Until Easter many curriculum activities will be related to the theme of Animals. In Term 3 the children will be considering Classifying Animals, Pets, Animal Homes, Reptiles and Jungle Animals and in Term 4 Life Cycles, Minibeasts, Animals around the World and Farm and Working Animals. The grid gives an indication of the learning in different subject areas. 

	Subject
	Learning

	Maths
	Using the Primary Framework, children will be continuing to develop their understanding of number, and addition & subtraction operations. Some work will involve memorising these facts. There will be many opportunities for practical work, including measure, shape, time and money. The whole school targets are based on fractions and properties of number.

	Literacy
	Literacy includes units of work on poetry, information, explanation and different stories by the same author. Daily Letters and Sounds (phonics) lessons take place. Weekly spellings reinforce this learning, together with building their bank of key word spellings. Let your child explain to you what they have learned as they practise the spellings! Please support your child in regular reading at home as this will reinforce skills learnt at school during group and individual reading activities. 

	Science
	Related to animals: Living things: classifying, similarities and differences, needs, reproduction/life cycles: Sound  (ears, sound travelling): Materials:(animal homes); Forces: pushing and pulling (working animals)

	I.C.T. 
	Graphing (using computers to make pictograms) and an introduction to computer modelling

	R.E.
	Retelling stories from the Jewish Bible and Christian Gospels about religious figures that led people to admire them and express their ideas about bravery, kindness and friendship, considering how they might show the same qualities in their own lives.

	D.T.
	In addition to various activities to support the topic work, there will be an Art & DT week at the end of Term 3 (8th – 12th Feb) focusing on printing skills and techniques and food technology. Please make sure your child has a painting apron/old shirt in school for all these activities. It can be stored in the P.E. bag.

	Art
	

	History
	No History is being taught this term

	Geography
	Animals & habitats around the world will be studied especially rainforest creatures and reptiles

	P.E.
	Term 3 and Term 4: Gymnastics and Dance 

	Music
	In activities linked to the theme the children will learn about duration, texture and creating & organising sounds. They will be involved in composing, singing, listening and performing.

	P.S.H.E.
	In Term 3 Year 1 will think about Citizenship in ‘Rules & Rights’ and ‘Understanding & Practising Democracy’.
In Term 4 the areas of study are ‘Me in my community’ and ‘Similarities and Differences’.


To support the learning and make it even more real for the children we have arranged a visit from Jonathan’s Jungle Roadshow in January, a visit to Bristol Zoo in February and a Forest School day in March. A busy term!

I look forward to seeing you all during the term at Parent’s Evening, special Assemblies and other occasions when the children’s work is on show. In the meantime if you have any cause for concern, please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Thank you,

Janet Coates

